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naturally inherent in women and hence they should be kept away
are meaningful. It is stated in a verse in Rig Veda (8-3-77) that
a woman is bereft of intelligence and is unfit for education. The
conduct of unmarried daughters was suspect in those days and there
is evidence of anxiety of parents on account of suffering brought
upon them by daughters.

In Atharva Veda, a woman is described as property. The idea
fOh Ye Men! Sow your seeds in the fertile field i.e., woman!1 was
prevalent in the Vedic manthras. This is referred to in Atreya Purana
as related by Narada to Harishchandra. This conclusively proves
that the seeds for the fall of the woman were sown at the time of
the Vedas, that is, even before Manu.

"Manu Smrithi (200 B.C.) prescribes duties and obligations for
a woman from childhood to death. According to it, she should be
a perpetual minor, to be under the guardianship of some one or the
other. The attitude she has to display, and her conduct towards
her husband have been laid down in extenso in the Smrithi. They
run thus: Even if the husband is immoral, a debauch, and lacks good
qualities the wife must still worship him as if he were god himself.
(Manu 5-154). It is the bounden duty of women to obey and follow
the dictates of their husbands (Yajnavalkya 1-18). A woman need
not perform any Yagna or ceremony or undertake and fast for her
salvation. She will attain better life by service to her husband only,
(Manu 5-145). The woman who fasts and performs Vratas' during
her husband's life time contributes to the lengthening of her husband's
life. The woman who drinks the water with which she has washed
her husband's body and feet at sacred springs, rivers and seas will
inherit best life (Atri 136-137).

There is no other world to the wife save that of her husband.
The wife who has done harm to her husband cannot go to her
husband's lok (place of residence in heaven) after his death.
Therefore, women should never cause discontent to their husbands
(Vasishta 21-24).

The King should punish the woman who takes pride in her
parental family and thereby shows disobedience towards her hus-
band, by throwing her to the dogs to be torn to pieces before the
multitude of the people (Manu 8-871),

Nobody should partake of the food offered by a woman who
disobeys her husband. She is to be treated as a debauchee
(Angirasa 69).